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the laid-back atmosphere. It is one of the few areas in
i Tokyo where you can enjoy retro cityscapes of old. If

lyou are looking for a less touristy, more authentic travel

Jexperience, Yanaka is your pick.

€ Yanaka Cemetery

With leafy trees, shrubs and flowers along
the stone paths, this spacious cemetery
feels more like a scenic park. There are
many graves of historical figures here, such
as Eiichi Shibusawa (1840-1931), who is
widely known as the “Father of Japanese
Capitalism” for his role in founding over
500 companies. The place is even more
picturesque in April, when myriads of cherry
trees along the central avenue are in full
blossom.

Address: 7 Yanaka, Taito

Hours: 8:30am-5:30pm

URL: https://www.tokyo-park.or.jp/reien/
yanaka/index.html

@ Nezu Sta.
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Temple Town Yanaka

In the old days, Yanaka was known as a teramachi,
or temple town. Numerous temples as well as other
interesting finds remain scattered throughout the area to
this day. If you head deep into the back alleys of the area’s
residential neighborhoods or shopping streets, you will
be rewarded for every extra step you make. Centuries-old
temples as Jomyoin and Daienji, as well as other remains
of Tokyo’s past are located here. Take for example the
Tsuiji-Bei, a wall that remains from the Edo period that
looks like it was
taken straight
from a samurai
movie setting.

@ Yanaka Ginza

Yanaka Ginza is a nice little shopping

street with shops selling traditional

handicrafts, Japanese-style sweets,

bento lunchboxes, personalized name

stamps and much more. While the 170m

main street might be a bit short, more

greatness awaits in the side-alleys. Shops tucked away in

unusual spots are waiting for you to be discovered. While
wandering through this
shopping street full of cute
items, why not pick up
some cat-themed souvenirs?
Address: 3 Yanaka, Taito

URL: https://www.yanakaginza.
com (Japanese)



€ shitamachi Museum Annex

Former Yoshidaya Liquor Store
The Yoshidaya Liquor Store, once located on a corner
of what is now Yanaka 6-chome, was a liquor store that
remained in business from the Edo period up until 1986. It
was moved to its current location by Taito City and opened
to the public in May 1987 as an exhibition hall attached to
Shitamachi Museum. In 1989, the first-floor store and the
second floor, as well as various tools and documents, were
designated as Tangible Folk Cultural Properties by Taito City.

Address: 2-10-6 Ueno Sakuragi, Taito

Hours: 9:30am-4:30pm

URL: https://www.taitogeibun.net/english/shitamachi/
sitamachi_annex/index.html
For the latest information,

— SPECIALTY please visit the website.

Cat Town

Cats are an icon of Yanaka, so expect to be greeted
by friendly cats while strolling the streets. There are
many cat-themed shops in the area. For feline lovers,
Kaiun Yanakado is the place to visit. This nostalgic
mom-and-pop store sells manekineko, or fortune cat
figures, in all sizes, shapes and colors. For something
more original, make your own manekineko at Café
Nekoemon next to Kaiun Yanakado while enjoying a
cup of coffee.

Kaiun Yanakado
Address: 5-4-3, Yanaka, Taito
URL: https://yanakado.com/index.html

Café Nekoemon
Address: 5-4-2, Yanaka, Taito
URL: https://yanakado.com/c_nekoemon.html

i Savvy Sightseeing Tips from the Editor

Experience traditional and beautiful Edo era designs

Kikujyudou Isetatsu was established in 1864, in the late Edo era of Japan, as a
publisher of chiyogami (Japanese paper with colored designs) and omocha-e
(toy woodblock prints). Edo chiyogami, which has been produced with preserved
traditions, is characterized not only by its patterns, but also by its refined
designs that let you feel close to the customs of the Edo era, including scenes
from kabuki plays and Bijinga (ukiyoe portraying beautiful women) and poems
about a particular scenery or season.

Chiyogami is highly durable, and its use is suitable for modern items such as
notebooks, envelopes, and book covers, and can be arranged in various ways.
You can also enjoy it by putting it into a frame as a decoration.

A

Kikujyudou Isetatsu

Address: 2-18-9, Yanaka, Taito
URL: https://www.isetatsu.com




Recommended Area

Taito's charm goe‘s on

The amicable, easy-going atmosphere at these areas

give visitors a rare opportunity to mingle with locals.
Compared to Asakusa or Ueno, these areas are more quiet;
and people are generally more relaxed. Go off the beaten’
track and be rewarded with not just hidden gem spots,

but also make friends with the welcoming locals.
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Torikoe Shrine

Iriya Kishimojin
(Shingenji Temple) Torikoe Shrine has a history of about 1,370 years

and is known for holding a huge festival every summer.
The highlight of this magnificent festival is the parade of
a nearly four-ton mikoshi, or portable shrine, down the
neighborhood. Locals dressed in festive costumes lead
the procession with colorful flags in hand.

Address: 2-4-1, Torigoe, Taito

Iriya Kishimaojin is a
temple dedicated to the
goddess of childbirth and
child-rearing. It is famous
for the Asagao (Morning
Glory) Festival, which

is held from July 6 to 8.
Every year, producers of
morning glory and other
fair stalls flock in to take
part in this large
celebration. The history
of the event goes back to
the Edo period.

Address: 1-12-16,
Shitaya, Taito

— Tokyo’s Best Hostels

Nui. and toco. are two ideal hostels to
feel and experience Japanese everyday
life. Both have a café/bar at the first
floor, where locals come to mingle with
international guests. Located nearby
are cozy little restaurants you won’t
find in most guidebooks and public :
baths frequented by people from the Nui. toco.

neighborhood. toco. is housed in a Address: 2-14-13, Kuramae, Address: 2-13-21, Shitaya,
100-year-old traditional Japanese house Taito Taito
that remains as one of the few truly URL: https://backpackersjapan.  URL: https://backpackersjapan.

authentic spots left in Tokyo. co.jp/nuihostel/topen co.jp/toco/english.html




Funayado Ship Inn (Yakatabune Boat)

Funayado are services that provide cruising trips on Yakatabune,
traditional Japanese-style wooden boats on which you can have
dinner while appreciating river sceneries. Most of the Funayado
are located in the Asakusabashi area. Yakatabune became a
popular form of entertainment for upper class merchants and
samurai during the Edo period. Today, passengers are served
traditional Japanese cuisine on low tables while seated on tatami
mats.

Tokyo Yakatabune Association
URL: https://www.yakatabune-kumiai.jp/en/

- i

Kappabashi Dougugai Street

A short walk from Asakusa takes you to Kappabashi, a shopping
street that has a century-long history. The place boasts the

world’s largest cookware market, attracting chefs from afar. Since
Kappabashi was not meant to be a tourist destination in the first
place, you will encounter more people in chef whites than those
carrying backpacks. From noren shop curtains to sushi knives,
everything necessary to open a restaurant — except fresh produce —
can be purchased along this 800m long street. With about 170 shops,
you are sure to find something within your budget. There are also a
couple of shops that sell plastic food samples: sushi, tempura, ramen,
dumplings, hamburger, beer, parfait — you name it!
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+JAPANESE + CULTURE
EXPERIENCE }:

Japanese culture is attractive, but you should do more than just looking it!
The premium experience to feel true Japan at the best cultural place
in Tokyo will make your trip more memorable.

4+

Rickshaw and Japanese calligraphy

A rickshaw is a two-wheeled vehicle  Asakusa Jidaiya
pulled by a person. Today, rickshaws %% E{E
are popular for sightseeing, and @ 2-3-5, Kaminarimon, Taito
a knowledgeable rickshaw driver
explains the sights and points of
interest in town. Japanese calligraphy
lessons are also popular, and you can
take home your finished piece as a
souvenir of your visit to Japan.

Asakusa Geisha Banquet Dance

Asakusa is home to geisha with a long history Asakusa Culture

who continue to hone their skills to this day. lourist Information Center
While the banquet halls where geisha perform EEXLBAE Y2 —
represent a prestigious cultural tradition, Q 2-18-9 Kaminarimon, Taito
the “Asakusa Geisha Banquet Dance” is a # ﬁg:zpsczvaa?gs‘imefdav
performance designed to allow even first-time

visitors to enjoy a brief experience of traditional

dance and banquet games. Why not experience

the hospitality of Asakusa geisha for yourself?

Experience Traditional
Japanese Culture at Night

I
We regularly host five types of stage
shows, including Noh (Japan’s oldest
form of theater, combining dance and
vocal performance using Noh masks),
performances on traditional Japanese Asakusa View Hotel Annex Rokku
instruments (taiko drums, shamisen, and ZEF 1 —Fh5)L 72w T 2 75X
shakuhachi), and geisha dances. Why not | ¢ 5910 Asakusa, Taito

enjoy a meal while experiencing various % Reservations required (online); as this
aspects of traditional Japanese culture? is a restaurant, please order drinks
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; " e@/ Japanese food cooking experience
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ASAKUSA JAPAN A wide variety of classes are

FARALY, GRANINE CLANIIE b ERNE
- available, including Japanese . ¢
tea ceremony experience, sake o
pairing and Japanese food .=

cooki.ng exp"e.rience, etc. “Nigiri Ghagohan Tokyo
Sushi Class” is very popular, and -+, _._

X REERR R
you can learn the delicate art of
traditional hand-formed sushi!

9 1F, 2-17-13, Nishiasakusa, Taito
% Reservation required / Vegetarian and
vegan friendly options available

Food sample making experience

You can make food samples which look like real dishes

lining up in front of shops at Japanese restaurants. Let's
make food samples of two tempura and one lettuce with
traditional method of using wax. It is also recommended
to buy original products that you can use every day
such as straps.

Ganso Shokuhin sample-ya Kappabashi Store
TAEBRRY U TILE EIMEE

@ 3-7-6, Nishiasakusa, Taito

% Reservation required

@ 0120-17-1839

Kintsugi is a 500-year-old Japanese art that sees
beauty in the broken. In a traditional kintsugi
workshop, you will have the opportunity to
experience the most impressive step of repair: the
dusting of gold powder over the restored parts.

Tsugu Tsugu - Asakusa studio
EMIHAEODCOC REIE

‘ 9 1F, 1-1-2, Kaminarimon, Taito
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TAITO Pick-Ups
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Shitamachi Bus Touring:
Sightseeing on the Taito City Loop Bus “Megurin”
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One way to see the shitamachi sights is via the Taito City Loop Bus, or
Megurin, that plies five different routes to major tourist destinations within
the area every 15-20 minutes.

Touring around the sprawling Ueno Park, Sensoji Temple and the cozy Yanaka
Ginza shopping street, Megurin’s five different routes take you to all there is to
see and do in Taito for a cheap price. With local sceneries on the way, the journey
itself is half the fun! Of course, getting off at a random stop and finding yet to be
discovered hidden gems is also an option.

The Megurin is not only convenient, but most lines also have an adorable retro
look that takes you back in time. The buses come in four different colors to help
users distinguish the routes. For a touch of fun, the buses even have their own
original mascots!

Information

The Route
The bus runs on five interconnecting routes at an interval of
15-20 minutes.

How to Ride
Pay when you get on from the front. Press the "get off" button

on the bus before your stop and leave from the back.

The Fare
Each ride is 100 yen and an All-Day Pass costs 300 yen. A repeater pass that can be used
11 times and a monthly pass are available at 1,000 yen and 3,000 yen respectively. IC
cards as PASMO and Suica can also be used to pay.

URL: https://www.city.taito.lg.jp/kenchiku/kotsu/megurin/rosenzu.html



Take Trips from TAITO

Easy, fast connection to tourist spots

Echigo Yuzawa

throughout Japan

From here to all over Japan

Ueno is a terminal station for Shinkansen heading to northward such as Tohoku, Hokkaido, Niigata,
Hokuriku region including Niigata and Kanazawa. Shinkansen heading to west such as Osaka, Kyoto,
and Hiroshima is available at Tokyo Station. It takes about 5 minutes from Ueno Station by train.

AEtRALIER (ILimE)
Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto

Hokkaido-Shinkansen“Hayabusa” 250min~

A& ER (R4k)
Sendai

Tohoku-Shinkansen”Hayabusa” 90min~ Tohoku-Shinkansen”Yamabiko” 115min~

£RE (£IR)
Kanazawa

Hokuriku-Shinkansen”Kagayaki” 144min~ Hokuriku-Shinkansen”Hakutaka” 170min~

Yokohama

JR Ueno-Tokyo-Line 32min~ JR Keihintohoku-Line 45min~

FHER BER
" " _ " - “ Utsunomiya Nikko
Tohoku-Shinkansen”Yamabiko”—JR Nikko-Line 92min~

HIEIRER

LEFAR Joetu-Shinkansen”Toki” 81min~ SchigoYuzava
Ueno
=B AR RN (RFFROR)
Takasaki -
Hokuriku-Shikansen*Hakutaka” JR Joetsu-Line  JR AzumaLine Sesu-onsenilaganohare Kusatsguch)

195min~

Hokuriku-Shinkansen"Kagayaki" 76min~

AR (KBR)
Tokaido-Shinkansen”Nozomi” 160min~ Shin-Osaka

JR Yamanote Line

#BER (R#)
Kyoto

JR Yamanote Line T ER Tokaido-Shinkansen”Nozomi” 146min~

Tokyo RER(LE8)
Tokaido-Shinkansen”Nozomi” 240min~

. Hiroshima
JR Yamanote Line

B2 R (18F)
Hakata

JR Yamanote Line Tokaido-Shinkansen”Nozomi” 300min~

-

*This information is just estimation.J

Taito's Neighbors

All of the following major destinations
in Tokyo are easy to access from Taito!

Ginza

Ginza is one of the most
luxurious shopping streets

in the world. Experience the
ultimate glamor and elegance
of Tokyo nowhere else than in
this modern, chic area.

Shinjuku

Shinjuku is a kaleidoscope of
treasures, offering everything
from huge department stores,
movie theaters, observation
decks to authentic Japanese
pub izakaya.

Ikebukuro Ueno ~ O

Asakusa

Ueno-hirokoji
Akasaka-mitsuke

JR Yamanote Line
Tokyo Metro Ginza Line Tokyo Metro Marunouchi Line

Tokyo Marunouchi

The Imperial Palace is just a
short walking distance from
Tokyo Station. The wide moats
and massive stone walls alone
make it an impressive sight.

Shibuya

This bustling fashion district is
a must-see for any traveler. Be

and see how thousands of
pedestrians all cross at the same

amazed by the Shibuya Crossing

time without running into each other.

14



TAITO CITY TOURISM MANNERS

\___b\___

Throw garbage away Do not obstruct passageways.

in trash bins or take it home.

Be considerate of your surroundings
when taking photos and videos.

Be careful moving around

Please flush toilet paper T e e,

down the toilet.

Please scan
this QR code
for more
information.

Be quiet at night.

smoking areas

Please smoke in designated and toilets

smoking areas.

Asakusa Culture Tourist Information Center

The avant-garde building in front of Sensoji Temple’s Kaminarimon Gate
is Asakusa Culture Tourist Information Center. The staff here can help you
search, show you and support you with anything you need in Taito City in
English, Japanese, Chinese or Korean. Free Wi-Fi and currency exchange
services are available during the business hours for your convenience. The
center comes equipped with a café, a nursing room and an observation
terrace at the 8th floor that provides a view of Sensoji Temple and
Nakamise Shopping Street with Tokyo Skytree in the background.

Hours: 9am-8pm (the Observation terrace is open until 10pm)
Address: 2-18-9, Kaminarimon, Taito

Tokyo Systemized Goodwill Guide Club

TOKYO SGG CLUB provides free sightseeing information and
a choice of a free guided walking tour of Asakusa, the Ueno Park
area, Yanaka and the Imperial Palace East Gardens area.

URL: https://tokyosgg.jp

Publisher: Taito City Office Tourism Section WEB X Instagram
4-5-6, Higashi-Ueno, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8615 Taito City Travel Guide @taito_kun @taitospiritoftokyo
* Please note that content, names, etc. may have changed E|l- EI [m# =

from when this guide was issued. Eﬁ H

Please behave in a respectful manner on shrine grounds s %

and private property. i =
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